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Cultivation culture and their application of Millet farm of
Taromak Tribal Nation, Taitung, Taiwan.

Chiung Hsii Liu (Tribal name:Tanebak Lavalius )

Abstract

Seventeenth century, the Dutch empire looked Taromak tribal nation as enemy. Taromak
was recorded nearly 900 persons in elevation 600 meters high by Ching Empire during 1890s.
The Japanese empire forced them to move down to the river valley from 1920s until now the
stage of Republic of China. The Taromak people returned their mountainous village Kapaliwa
to recover their culture from 1996 and recover millet farm culture from 2007. The author was
the main participant of Taromak culture movement from 1995. The yearly festivals of
Taromak are mainly following the millet farm culture as selecting the farm during September
and October, cutting the trees during November to December, pilling the wood and burning
the land during January, planting the seeds and seedlings during February, clearing the weeds
during March and April, hunting the farm animal during May and June, harvesting the millet
during June and early July, millet festival during mid July, clearing the millet roots during
August, harvest the Catjang Pea during September and October. The millet farm in the mild
slope are planted not only main crop the millet Sefaria italica but also others including corn
Zea mays, Sorghum bicolor, Coix lacryma-jobi, Lambsquarters Chenopodium formosanum,
Catjang Pea Cajanus cajan . Among the millet farm, the stone piles may be planted the taro
Colocasia esculenta beside them, and planted the Pumpkin Cucurbita moschata to climb
cover them. The trimmed and reserved tree among the millet farm may be planted with some
beans like Lablab purpureus and some melons like Vegetable sponge Luffa cylindrical, and
Sechium edule, etc. Beside the millet farm, the steep slope with trellis may be planted with
the bean like Vigna sp. and the cucumber Cucumis sativus, etc. I suppose the Taromak millet
farm is easier to implementing organic farming, because their hunting culture is useful in
preventing animal damage and high crop diversity maybe effective in biological control.

The millet farming culture of the Taromak tribal nation is a precious cultural heritage.
After Taiwan launched environmentally friendly agriculture and organic farming policies in
2016, this farming culture is also consistent with organic farming. It is recommended to
promote it and integrate it with organic agricultural product processing plants and tribal

tourism, etc., to promote the re-cultivation of millet and other cereals by indigenous people.

Keywords: Indigenous people, Millet, Culture recovery, Organic farming
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