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Facile Synthesis of Copper-Silver Nanoparticles for Colorimetric
Detection of Amoxicillin

Yau-Cheng Li, Wei-Yu Wang, Tai-Chia Chiu*

Abstract

This study developed copper-silver nanoparticles as probes for detecting amoxicillin.
Sodium citrate was utilized as a stabilizer, while sodium borohydride served as a reducing
agent. Silver nitrate and copper nitrate were added during the process to synthesize the deep
green solution of copper-silver nanoparticles. After diluting the solution twenty-fold, its color
turned pale yellow. Upon the addition of amoxicillin, the color changed from pale yellow to
light purple. UV-Vis spectroscopy showed that the characteristic absorption peak at 392 nm
decreased with increasing the amoxicillin concentration, while a new peak at 550 nm
increased. Due to specific interactions (electrostatic attraction, hydrogen bonding),
aggregation of the synthesized copper-silver nanoparticles occurred. Under optimized
conditions, the linear range for detecting amoxicillin was 0.1-1.0 uM, with R* = 0.9786, and
a detection limit (LOD) of 0.079 uM was achieved. This detection method is simple to
synthesize, easy to operate, and exhibits good selectivity and lower LOD. It was successfully

applied to detect amoxicillin in water samples, with satisfactory recovery.
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2015 # 5 7 Akhond ~ Absalan ~ Ershadifar = = 32 B 3 11— ATH HEHT3F
B gt & xR e P & @ $k(amoxicillin) (Akhond, Absalan, & Ershadifar, 2015) - 4] * &
Fic T REBEBRFBES DN EZ AT FIANERFT PR R R
R TRl o e ,_;ﬁﬁéf&l_ﬁl LR ARIFBRNAL EIRTITY > BRE
Aok RE £ A AR e d R 5K I AUNPs & 5 TR = 4R (surface plasmon
resonance, SPR)ié 3% B "R 14 o 4r ~ Amoxicillin ¢ 0 & 600-700 nm =g £ gpv FIp
Fresood oiE H 660 nm v 525 nm Rk £ s R R Y (Asoo/Aszs) 1F A 22 Amoxicillin
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2021 # 57 d He~Sun# 7 B = # B3 - 8 Au@Ag 2% 3 £ 3R (Au@Ag
NPs)# B & tR3% F % v ¢ #F 44 (Duetal., 2021)- li'_pHS.OZ T & R A E fr Au@AgNPs
HEH TR fod dE4p T (F% % M AU@AgNPs 2 F e g 2t 54 » FEH RS - &
Rip RS HAE I %5 A EE SPRY A oW ipl & Hh355FF cPsiLfe B & 6.25%10°
7-7.5%10° M (R*=0.9945) - LOD=2.00x107 Mo * = ;& ¥ #& B X # A @ & $R5HF
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¥ »lz % 412+ 99.13-100.8% > RSD # /|- *t 1.54% (n=3)  #F7 5 5 & 3 F# ik pl&
- A E P s R MR AT AR AT R o
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A E PR R R Fl Cu-GO 7 1 4F & Hiklgr CuNPs 4p vt * 20 e 30 MBI & & 5T
CuNPs s d %1 27 )cd 28 2d ;Cu-GO 2 K AF E MR AMid FL 14 o
@Q'Iﬂ;%ﬁﬂ 5-50 uM > CuNPs f= Cu-GO % i+ 4 & LR A B L 0.994 1= 0.998 - LOD
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2023 # 6 " ¢ Tripathi %32 B[R % 1 - fdik * R ¢ % fE(polyvinyl alcohol,
PVA) & F3E & eh AgNPs Wd HRiRlE T 7 &k % (ampicillin) (Mishra et al., 2023) o d **
PVA # % Mi WE 3 A 'f‘-’"’ 2FR MRS a4 » AgNPs ¢ ol Y Mi WEAPT T L

%23 3k ’7/44@7 B 402 nm FF TR TR e 2 T F R 2 #5550 nm;;,ﬁé’ gitd 3
S LS o MFEF S 0.5-40 uM (R2 = 0.96448) > LOD £ LOQ 4 %] 3 6.2 uM fr
18.8 uM ° PVA-AgNPs # ip| P-i¢ - %fs’ﬂ'r}%ﬁﬂ » Bt B ELE PVA-AgNPs » * 3t % &
AR TE PRI TREY hp KRRk s 2 g TR ER o

2023 # Cang~ Duy #c#2 B % ) - 46 53 fe ¥ fr Tris-HCl 3% ¥ AuNPs B _# g
FaACL G KRR T ﬁi(Nguyen & Jang, 2022) - i Fed 2P X0 fheriF BB B3
# AuNPs B B - "% (i fedl & AuNPs 4 & hiniErc%k » $ & Tris-HCl % e 3 H %
B AuNPs> @3 0%fd o ‘od B2 ES o3 225 AP FEF L 0.1-125nM (R
=0.9912)>LOD=67 pMe j* = & 5§ %4 PP -k ¥ 0P 5 & o v s & 90.42-109.21%>
RSD % 3.83-7.56%z2. fF o iz /6 fd B ¥ 4 §acen 4 @I?JW AT RRBOKEY FE T H
£ Bt W g e
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S REAER
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g~ 1mLO.OSM ARG it 4h » I AFFIPI 1S o o (WFERS kT d) e
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Cu@AgNPs

8.7 mL ddH,O
75 uL 0.1 M Cu(NOy),
100 L 0.1 M Na,C,H0,

1 mL 0.05 M NaBH, 125 ulL 0.1M AgNO;4

#4¥ 15 min

E—

R_JE 30 min

B 1 Cu@AgNPs & = % ZR[R]

r ~ Cu@AgNPs % = 2 5+

(- ) Ca@AgNPs & = B if pF F 45 3¢

B I5415 0 bR SHLY 4e » 125000.1 MANPs » 4 Bl 4 4 g4
0~15~30~45+ 604 4815 » B2 mLCu@AENPsA i » & F ¥ ¢h k7 8 sk % 3§
ik 7 A 47 o

() % W ] (Cu: Ag) $3H Rl 8 Hha B2

2mL s g P 0 kAR 7 #r 1500 uL ddH>0 ~ 200 pL 0.1M Tris-HCI % #7735 i
(PH7.0) ~ 100 uL 7 I 4 4200 ] e 42 (4F 42=3 42~ 17~ 13~ 3:5~ 111 ~ 4 4F) »
Bofs4e > 200uL10°M [R 20 +hand % » F Ji 60 A 48 0 & % % b kv Bk k g
REF AT o

(E)* R pmE QNPT R BE

2mL 4 F ¢ 0 A e 1500 uL ddH20 ~ 200 pL 0.1M Tris-HCl 3 #753 i%
(PH7.0)~ 100 uL & & 213 F#=d it 4h )k B cH3F £4(0.01+0.03~0.05+0.08 0.1M) -
Bots e » 200 uL10°M R 5 a0 +haind 4 0 F i 60 A4 i % % b kT 0k ko
REFT AT o
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() 7 BV o RIFBRH|ETRBIF I T 2B
2mL s g P o kA Jﬁ 1500 uL. ddH20 ~ 200 pL 0.1M Tris-HCl % % 7%
(pH7.0)~ 100 uL & = 1 % ¢ 8 Hp&4p & & 04£ 44(0.05~0.1~0.15~0.2~0.25M) >
f54e » 200 uL 10 M R 3 0 Rt % > F B 60 4 45 > 1@ # ¥ b ko7 0ok sk
KRBT AT o

(T) 7 F pH B HRRIF X0 2 B F

Ae ¥ 100mL 0.1 M Tris i3 3% » e » i £ 51 0.IMHCl » 3 1l % % Fe ehpH fg ch
Tris-HCI 3 #73 % © ** 2 mL 3w # @ > & A 7 40 1500 pL ddH0 ~ 200 pL 0.1 M
Tris-HC1 % =% /% (pH 5.0-9.0) ~ 100 pL Cu@AgNPs 45 4+ » {8 4 » 200 uL 10
SMIPE G HRind % 0 F 60 &4 480 & % b kv Lk kB REF AT -

() Cu@AgNPs #& BIfF 5 & +h2 & PR

Bt SFL Y 2B 4 » 12mLddH20~ 1.6 mLpH 7.0~ 0.8 mL Cu@AgNPs 45 4+ ~
LOmL P 55 R4t & » F IR 15 A 85k &40 R P 2mL e iR 0 e ¢ b
-V R R R HFREF AT o

(= )Cu@AgNPs Gk Led
e B 500 mM & i 403 % A S AR S 10~ 50 ~ 100 ~ 250 mM © 3t 2 mL A
e g 5 £
# ¥ @ B 4 1500 pLddH20 ~ 200 pL0.1 M pH 7.0 ~ 100 “LCU@AgNPS S 4
ﬁhlb/fj‘%\f 200},LL7~ FE-/%)";7 % 'Lf]}‘/‘ﬂ/li ’Ffé‘SOAv\ft’]g i H H;L. bk o8 sk sk
HREFAT o

(M) el RERE

e 2mL 3 g @ 4o r 1500 pL ddH2O ~ 200 pL 0.1 M pH 7.4 ~ 100 pL
Cu@AgNPs 75 & ~ £ {2 s #v 200 pL 7 F 42 F27010° M) F 60 A 4
B e kT LR RFIREFTAIT -

(’L)#’r‘ué‘.%ﬁ—"ﬁ'f’i

A 2 mL < # ¢ 40~ 1300 pL ddH20 ~ 200 pL 0.1 M pH 7.4 ~ 100 uL
Cu@AgNPs FHE £~ 200 uL B4R &3 R (105M) B 77 4 200 pL 17 55
(L0SM) » F Jls 60 A 48 @ % % b k.7 0 % kg i (7445 o

(*) FE & &

& 2mL g g ¢ 4 » 1500 pLddH20 ~ 200 pL 0.1IM pH7 ~ 100 pL Cu@AgNPs
FEA 200Ul A R kR EF FRind 2 (0.1-1.0uM) 0 F s 60 Ao i % 4 eh ok
SF R R IRIE T AT o P TE Pk i T B (Ase2/Asso) (A y Bho R R F R
R & X he B ITRE -

(+-)ERER TR
B 10mL 2 7 k(= 4k~ 47 J)I 15 mL o d > 4 10000
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rpm > 10 & 4% > P~} i (0.22 pm) o 2 (8P~ 2mL Be g 4o~ 1800 pl 4% *
JokR 2 2 RERG S 8uM)ihe 5 d HRg R o PR E +(0.320.5-08 uM) -
Fobg B~ 2mL s g 0 4e ~ 1500 pLoAg ¥k 0 ik B 4e ~ 200 uL pH 7.4 Tris-HCI
% 7% ~ 100 uL Cu@AgNPs 7 £ % 200 uL 7 6 fF {5 A2 2 2 2 7 # 51 WA
2mL g g9 o F g L pRis @ ook kow sk sk R 7 AT 0 MR
RERZ AP TTREIZEFHESY PR BRI v T

L~BRadw

-~ FHEFAHBEE SR
(C)EFRE
T RSLE F Cu@AENPs i8I 4o~ B ALES 4 B4 021530
45~ 60 & 48P~ %) 100 pL i3 i 2 e » 1900 uL Az ¥4 K 41§ 20 & > LRI £ 2 =i iE
(W 2(A)) * ¢ W 2(B)™ r2 5 Rt 30 A 415 0 Sofe i g 4 < o FE T 30
AaaE TEEL NPT o

1.0 —0.75
(A) —— Omin (B)
—— 15min
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o .
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U) ] |
_Q [ ]
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/ .
0 . L " 10,65 — L . . . ' .
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Wavelength (nm) Time(minute)

W 2 (A) CuU@AENPs &7 F & S pER (0 ~ 15 ~ 30 ~ 45 ~ 60 min) = UV-Vis w5 fc & 2 ]
fe(B)tp e doidk £ 5 392 nm cHELFE] -

SRR S0 RUGE LR

W 3 545403 Fded S ok ) 0 2505 B % Cu@AENPs » CU@AENPs s
&&ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ%nm°f@%CM@¥Mk4W”“ﬁ&ﬁ%%@’ﬁﬁﬁﬁ?uﬁ
2 7] 302 nm 3 e ik B BT, ¥ ¥ 4 550nm & 2 # Frenvs T 0 T o RAF4LE K
ﬁ;%a?ﬁ&?wiaﬁﬁiﬁw,@ﬁﬁéﬁﬁﬁéi%ﬁ’%ﬂ&%%ﬁ%“°
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e Amoxicillin
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8 A) (B)
<
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Wavelength (nm)

W3 4412 5 e e X H B(A)2 5 5 Cu@AgNPs fo(B) 4t 5 Cu@AgNPs *c
P55 HR(10° M) » 3R 5 7 L% T g e

Z PR T @ BB

W4 5 +F Co@AgNPs & = & % 20 4gplfe 30 ek B8 HIR > fI* /g it 4
T4 B R A R AFRA (T 5 A 0 R AR B LAF R R AR ALE KT o b NP
PO E AR AR T ORE  RPRERFIFE T TR T 0 87
Cu@AgNPs i£% » ¥ ] % fp X d kA 35T A 4 chi bt FERFEHRBE Lp
Cu@AgNPs % _# (Mishra et al., 2023) -
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L
% ® AgNO, 4~
‘A R
A o ¢ & =

A
A

. . L
* CU(N03)2'3H20A SOdll]]IlCltrﬂtC* NaBH, “ Cu@AgNPs

0,
o OH
Lo} I\ O
° ° H‘N )\tl\ HO.
[ A N $ o]
A e . T ;

R HN
oH
p M Cu@AgNPs Y Y
Q. N H, Y
! bW H Ho. %

’
@ Amoxicillin i ?I( UINL
0 Yﬁ( CuQAgNPs Cu@AgNPs HN "

]
COH

T YRg gmr

W4 &= Cu@AgNPs * >t RIFF 5 8 thF 184 Bl

T~ FRARRE KRS

(- ) TEM B ¥

T3 Cu@AENPs 4v 7 [P 3 F HR2 (S i et o @ FTENE
+ ;%w%fzix (TEM) &7 4 47 > B 5(A)Z_Cu@AgNPs 7 EDX sk #2525 f3
e A Z o BR AL S T R Aok > H B A5 97.2% ~ 1.8%%
0.9%- B 5(B) 5 ¥ » Cu@AgNPs +TEM Rl “ﬁ] ¢ ¥ g I Cu@AgNPs &
I G HT 2 Tos iz o L BT 5 Cu@AgNPs 2 f s » # B > il
LRt el 4 17 18 0 B % B Cu@AgENPs shT 35 s 7.99 + 2.69 nm - W] 5
(C) % Cu@AgNPs #c 7 [r ¥ & +k2 15 ¢ TEM B3 > _TEM Bl ° 7 3 30
fe xR E T th2 s € 1 P A A 40 Cu@AgNPs A2 BB o
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(B) o (©)

W 5(A) %5 Cu@AgNPs i £ 4784 X S48 3 (EDX Bl3#) © (B) Cu@AgNPs e
TEM ® © %K 5 Cu@AgNPs /2 » 7 Bl o (C) Cu@AgNPs 4r » Amoxicillin {$
1 TEM ] -

(=) XPS W3

W O6A) X SaET Fa#s 3%7 7 PEE > & 298.03eV~400.98¢eV -
545.03 eV ~380.03 eV ~965.03 eV it £ 4 {8 > & B 5 Cls~NlIs~Ols~Ag3d -
Cu2pe ~ 2 & +77 £ & &2 % 5 49.39% ~47.89% ~ 1.42% ~ 0.73% ~ 0.57% > »2 }
BEVUEP CU@AgNPs 42 2 23~ F 3 -8 ¥~ 2 -W6B)=
Cls 3 f2+7 & XPS B > ¥ f&47 41 C-C (284.8eV) ~ C-0(286.4 ¢V) (Hileuskaya
etal., 2023) ~ C=0 (288.3 eV)r 21 5L - (Abdelgawad, El-Naggar, Eisa, & Rojas, 2017)

W 6(C)= Ols & f247 & XPS Bl > # 11 fiz47 4 C=0(531.45eV)(T. Zhao et
al., 2010) ~ C-O-C (533 ¢eV) (Sang, Aisawa, Hirahara, Kudo, & Mori, 2016) ~ O-H
(535.75 eV) (Nakate et al., 2022)=21 5% - @ 6 (D) 5 Ag3d 3 f347 & XPS Bl - &
Ag3dsp ~ Ag3dsn 7 Ag’ i figiag 4 w8 368.35 eV(Kelly & Johnston, 2011)
374.35eV(Gao, Lei, & Ju,2013)- @ 6 (E) = Cu2p % f#+7 & XPS Bl & Cu()2psn
Cu(I)2p12 730 LY & %] §_932.6eV - 952.45 (Cheng et al., 2016) °
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(A) Cls |49.39% O1s
Nis |1.429%
O 1s |47.89% Cu2p
cuzp lo7a| C1s  Ag3d ﬁ w
|y Lagsdlosmn
0 200 400 1000
Raw data Raw dala
Background Backgrou
Fitting Fitting
&
c C=0
= |, 2883 O.H
@) / | /535.75
290 295 525 530 535 540 545
aw data aw data
gﬂ;:c.kgzrlc::md (E) i g:]lckg;;nd
Fitting | Cu(l)2p3.,-2 Fitting
Ag® 3d,, 932.6 Cu(1)2p;,;
i 374.35 / 952.45
A8 A A
" [T W, M
wwvﬂ% _7—‘/*
360 365 370 375 380 930 940 950 960

Binding Energy (eV)

B 1 Cu@AgNPs 2 (A) XPS » :# Bl4c % j217(B) Cls ~ (C) Ols ~ (D) Ag3d ~ (E) Cu2p

Bl -

(=) FT-IR W3#

B 7(A)2 FT-IR BI040 7 RIFRe 2 4r 423 K+ 4p 7 v ¥ RIFR
H(lo )t 3450 cm™ Eed O-H @ 4R ~ 2964 ~ 2923 em™F CHa ¥ 455
B 1587~1419cm™ § 7 L2 $HAL BBV RE H o7 & & 51 Cu@AgNPs
GrAlR 3 7 B IR A 3450 cm! T R O-H £ 7@ ~ 1587 ecm™ 2 1384 cm™! ‘15'3”)? *
Tot Hp @AW R AT RAIFRA (FEADFT § & 2 ¥ b s 46 1 o

W] 7(B)i *c f? B o Hhis(2M) 23429 cm™ § O-H## 3=# ~ 3228 cm™ 7
N-H £ # J=# ~ 2987 cm™ 3 C-H #.# #&# ~ 1629 cm™ § C=0 ¥ & ~ 1552
cm” § NHp e &8 > & 3500-2600 cm™ f# Fl2 3508 4 #R{oB & 4aipl L
1% Cu@AgNPs 1 O-H ABE e Lo thensg fAeaseil 2 B epd 4217% fr 38R
(Mishra et al., 2023) -
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(A) O-H asymmetrical symmetry (B)O-H/N-H
- COO- CO0-
B /——"_’_\J\N
Cu@AgNPs
Na,CLO, AM - o
(amide)

Cc=0
(carboxylic)

m f\ W Amoxicillin N-H
VG NV s
NH,

Cu@AgNPs+Amoxicillin

Transmitance %

4000 3500 3000 2500 2000 1500 1000 4000 3500 3000 2500 2000 1500 1000

Wavenumber (¢cm!)
W 7 (A) Cu@AgNPs {v(B) Cu@AgNPs + Amoxicillin FT-IR B o

(=) Zeta §
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L \éjilebbﬁ

215 AR 2o u s 2 e@m o K9 v u’ﬁxﬁuﬂxgﬁgmqrwfaﬁﬁﬂ
R FREEA LHNR > L F ABHLOD B HAY T3 R iRl R
4 F %t Bl E T UED AR E G LA Rplw 4 o

=z

1 22 @ 2 gt SR RIP L T b2 AR
Linear range LOD

Probe Method Ref.
(M) (LM)
- - » (Unutkan, Bakirdere,
HPLC 0.137-1368 4.38 x 10 & Keyf, 2018)

Ds-P6LCPEDOT;
I?SSS /G(6?EC oL Electrochemistry 0.9~69 5 %1072 (Wong et al., 2020)

. ~ 4 (X.Zhang, Ren, Ji, &
B-CQD Fluorescence 1.43~429.12 8.25x%10 Fan, 2020)
Qt AgNPs UV-Vis 10 ~95 4.46 (ul Ain et al., 2018)
Cu@AgNPs UV-Vis 0.1~1.0 7.9 x 102 This work

HPLC: high performance liquid chromatography

QD: Quantum Dot

P6LC: Printex 6L Carbon

PEDOT(PSS): poly (3,4-ethylenedioxythiophene)-poly(styrene sulfonate)
GCE: Glassy Carbon Electrode

CQD: Carbon Quantum Dots

Qt: Quercetagetin

Tip A2 LR AT ERE o AP Cu@AgNPs 1T 5 FF4H R R E F
P PR T HRE B o KRB R 2 LA B2 4% Lo %% 4o Table2 4 * -k e
W e % 84-101.3% » RSD % /[ 10.3% (n=3) » 20 = 2 /£ 7 B * *+ e pl k4
R E G R oo

22 WAL G HZEFHR&EZAY Kn=3)-

Sample Spiked (uM) Found (uM) Recovery (%) RSD (%)
0.3 0.28 93.0 10.3
Drinking Water 0.5 0.42 84.0 4.8
0.8 0.81 101.3 6.9
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B'E . A 550 nm gk B IR Freneiofed o EH R R B (Asso/Azen) IF AL F S
TR AT KR T A 47 e SULE T 2 0.1-10 uM(R2=0.9786)’
LOD : 0079le°LL R E T S HRF R PR T R R T E 43 84.0-
101.3% + RSD % /| % 10.3% (n=3) « 4 & #% 25 * *S Rl & 5 7 B8 17 5 3
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